AGENDA
                  Southern Trails Chapter of OCTA
   Las Cruces Winter Conference

       Bureau of Land Management District Office Conference Room

 1800 Marquess Street, Las Cruces,  New Mexico
Friday, February 24, 2012

MORNING
8:00-8:30        Registration/Packet Pickup at BLM

8:30-9:15        Welcome                                                                                  Bill Childress, BLM District  Manager 

                                                                                                                          Jane Childress,  BLM Archaeologist, and     

                                                                                                                             Administrator for El Camino Real de 

                                                                                                                            Tierra de Adentro National Historic Trail 
                                                                                                                          Jere Krakow, NPS National Trails   

                                                                                                                             Intermountain Region, Retired.  OCTA                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                            Board of Directors 
                                                                                                                          Sim Middleton, President CARTA
9:15-10:00     The Southern Trails Complex                                                Rose Ann Tompkins,  Founding Chair,
                                                                                                                              Chapter Mapping Committee             
10:00-10:20    Break

10:20-11:00    "Determined to Commence Packing:"                                 Tom Jonas, Chapter Webmaster, Historian,
                        Where did Kearny leave the Wagons?                                      and Cartographer            
11:00-11:45    El Camino Real                                                                        Ben Brown, International Liaison  for  CARTA
12:00-1:15      Lunch at Ramada Palms Banquet Room     
                             AFTERNOON
1:15-2:00        Forty-Niners across Mexico: Texas                                       Dave Miller, Chapter President
                        to Mazatlán over the Devil's Backbone 
2:00-2:45        National Historic Trails from an                                           Aaron Mahr, Superintendent,  NPS Trails 
                        Agency  Perspective                                                                       Office, Santa Fe                                   
2:45-3:15        Break
3:15-4:00        A Road of Many Names                                                         Don Couchman, Albuquerque

                                                                                                                             Presented by Tracy DeVault, Prescott

4:15                 Chapter Business Meeting

THURSDAY EVENING RECEPTION AT J. PAUL TAYLOR HOUSE
5:30-7:00 p.m.


Our Thursday evening reception is scheduled from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the historic J. Paul Taylor Home located on the northwest side of Old Mesilla Plaza on the Calle Principal near the Roman Catholic Basilica of San Albino.  There is a parking lot near the northwest corner of the plaza.  Parking is also available on outlying streets.  The reception is hosted by our chapter and Friends of the Taylor-Reynolds-Barela-Mesilla State Monument, stationed in different rooms to assist you with the self-tour.  IT IS ESSENTIAL TO GATHER PROMPELY AT 5:30 P.M.

5:30 -- meet on the Mesilla Plaza (west side) for agenda outline and brief presentation by Mr. 
                     Taylor.
         6:00 -- escort through the house to the large patio
          6-7  --  refreshments and self-tours 

SATURDAY FIELD TRIPS
          EL CAMINO REAL-SPACEPORT TOUR:                                Tour Director:   Jane Childress

Archaeologist Jane Childress is Lead for Interpretation and Heritage Education for BLM New Mexico and BLM Administrator for El Camino Real de Tierra de Adentro National Historic Trail.

The field trip will be by private automobile, and will depart from the Ramada Inn parking lot at 8:30 a.m.  Carpooling is encouraged.  There is limited parking at the Spaceport.  Names of participants will be checked by Spaceport security at the gate.

The caravan will proceed up the royal highway with stops at important sites including the BLM's Yost Escarpment Trail.  We will also visit three archaeological sites, including paleo-Indian and proto-historic sites.  We will be able to view the Spaceport hanger and grounds, but will not be able to enter the hanger, since it is privately owned and operated.  The tour includes a short hike.  A box lunch will be provided.  (See registration form).  Warm clothing may be necessary.  Dress accordingly.



COOKE'S CANYON AREA 4WD FIELD TRIP:           Tour Directors: 
                                                                                                         Rose Ann Tompkins and Tracy DeVault


4WD field trip from Deming to Fort Cummings, Cooke's Spring, John Chaffin's marked grave (short hike) and Cooke's Canyon.  Besides these landmarks you will see the fort cemetery, stage station site, graves of unknown travelers, boulders with wagon wheel groves, Indian mortar holes and petroglyphs.   Limited to eight vehicles.  Departure at 8:30 in Deming from south end of Walmart parking lot.  Wear hiking boots and clothing for possible cold weather.  Bring your lunch, snacks, drinks, hats, walking sticks, suntan lotion and cameras.


Participants sign up by emailing Rose Ann at rt37pkin@cox.net.  First come, first serve registration.                                                                                         
